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Canada likewise suffers from its great size and from containing twc
diverse types of people. Its population is scattered along the southern
border in isolated groups like beads, each bead having a different color
and being composed of a different material from the others. The eastern
bead comprises the Maritime Provinces, mainly English-speaking, but
with a few French. It is interested in fishing, farming, and trade with
European countries. The next bead is separated from it by 200 miles
of high forested land so cool that there is little agriculture and few people.
Then comes the first of two very diverse beads which lie close together.
This bead is French Canada, centering in the St. Lawrence Valley from
Quebec to Montreal. It, too, is interested in farming, and Montreal is a
great commercial center. Nevertheless, French Canada wants mainly to
be left alone. Farther southwest in the region of Lake Ontario and
Toronto the third bead touches the second, but is intensely English both
in speech and sympathies. The history of Canada is full of the conflict
between French Quebec and English Ontario.
Close to 1,000 miles of rough, heavily glaciated, and sparsely populated
country must be traversed before the fourth bead is reached in the great
grain-raising plain from Winnipeg to Edmonton. This wheat-raising
section, being almost identical with neighboring parts of the United States
in people and occupations, has much more to do with St. Paul, for example,
than with distant Toronto. West of it 500 miles of rugged mountains,
the Rockies and others, must be crossed before the last small bead is reached
in British Columbia near Puget Sound. This bead is interested in trade
with Asia. It fears war with Japan and is determined not to permit Asi-
atics to settle within its borders. It cares little for the problems of Europe,
or for the conflicting interests of Ontario and Quebec, or for the plans of
the Great Plains for socializing the government and bringing prosperity
to agriculture, especially wheat raising. The problem of getting the five
beads to work together and of financing railroads to cross the great waste
spaces between them has troubled the Canadians greatly.
In China the problems created by vast size have been far worse than in
either the Soviet Republic or Canada. Chosen and much of Indo-China in
earlier times, and Manchukuo, Mongolia, Sinkiang, and Tibet in our own
times are outer sections of China which have split off from the main body
because the Chinese Empire was too big, too diverse, and too unwieldy
to persist as a single political unit. Time and again, too, the conserva-
tive north has been pitted against the progressive south. The capital has
repeatedly shifted between Peking (northern capital), now called Peiping,
and Nanking (southern capital). Again and again for long periods many
Chinese provinces, especially the outer ones, have been ruled almost in-
dependently by their own governors. Japan has been able to overrun

